The role of mediated conditioning in acquired equivalence.
In Experiment 1 rats received initial training in which delivery of a sucrose pellet was signalled by an auditory cue. This cue was then paired with shock in a second phase of training. In a test the rats showed an unwillingness to perform an instrumental response that yielded the sucrose pellet. This was interpreted as indicating that the associatively activated representation of the pellet had acquired aversive properties during the shock-reinforced stage of training. Experiment 2 replicated this mediated conditioning effect making use of a Phase 1 training procedure, modelled on that used by Honey and Hall (1989) to demonstrate acquired equivalence of cues, in which two auditory cues were each used to signal sucrose pellets. A further test revealed that this training resulted in enhanced generalization between these two cues. It was argued that this effect is mediated by the conditioned aversive properties of the common associate of the two auditory cues.